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“We choose to go to the Moon” — Rice University, 12 September 1962
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Speaking at Rice University in September 1962, John E Kennedy made the public case for an expensive
national commitment to land a man on the Moon before the decade was out. He compressed fifty
thousand years of history into fifty years to show how fast progress was moving, and noted that new
knowledge also brings new ignorance and danger. America, he argued, was built by people who moved
forward, and space would be conquered the same way. Space science has no conscience of its own, so
American leadership was needed to make this new ocean a sea of peace. The Moon was chosen not
because it is easy but because it is hard. He then reviewed recent progress, admitted that the US was
behind in manned flight, set out the benefits for Houston, and faced the cost directly. He closed with
Mallory's words: because it is there.
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An Hour of Change
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Fifty Thousand Years Compressed
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Built by Those Who Moved
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A Sea of Peace
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Why the Moon?
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Progress Report from Space
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Dividends for Houston
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The Cost and the Boldness
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Because It Is There
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Faster knowledge brings wider ignorance; rapid progress dispels old ills but creates new problems and

dangers.
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America was built by those who moved forward, not those who waited; space will be conquered the same

way.
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Space exploration will go ahead regardless; no nation that aspires to lead can afford to fall behind.
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Space science has no conscience; only American pre-eminence can keep space a sea of peace rather than a
theater of war.
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The Moon is chosen because it is hard: the goal organizes and measures the nation's best energies and
skills.
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The US is behind in manned flight for now, but intends to catch up and move ahead within the decade.
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The space effort will enrich science, education, industry and jobs, and make Houston the heart of the new
frontier.
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The budget is staggering, but it is an act of faith and vision: pay what is needed, waste nothing.
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Terms & names
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Atlas / John Glenn
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Cape Canaveral
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Manned Spacecraft Center
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Fly the Atlantic (Lindbergh, 1927)
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George Mallory
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Best quotes
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The greater our knowledge increases, the greater our ignorance unfolds.
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This country was conquered by those who moved forward—and so will space.
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all great and honorable actions are accompanied with great difficulties, and both must be

enterprised and overcome with answerable courage.
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We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights to be won,

and they must be won and used for the progress of all people.
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For space science, like nuclear science and all technology, has no conscience of its own.
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There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. Its hazards are hostile to
us all. Its conquest deserves the best of all mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation
may never come again.
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But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And they may well ask why climb the
highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas?
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We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but

because they are hard
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He said, "Because it is there." Well, space is there, and we're going to climb it, and the moon and the

planets are there, and new hopes for knowledge and peace are there.
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